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CHARLIE

A curious girl named Siri, a wise old teacher named Ben, and his
student Warren with Warren’s partner Charlie — together
discovering the businesses that built the modern world, one

adventure at a time.



THE GLOBAL 50

One great company per volume - Fifty adventures, one modern world

SPACE & EXPLORATION
1. SpaceX — “The Fire That Comes Back”
MANUFACTURING & ENGINEERING

2. Toyota — “The River That Builds Cars”
3. Siemens — “The Factory That Builds Factories”

4. Caterpillar — “The Machines That Move Mountains”

5. Boeing — “The Bird With Six Million Pieces”
6. Airbus — “The Plane Four Countries Built”
ENERGY & INDUSTRY

7. Shell — “The Sunlight Buried at Sea”
8. ExxonMobil — “The Ancient Sunlight Machine”
9. GE Vernova — “The Wheel That Makes Lightning”

COMMUNICATION

10. AT&T — “The Voice Inside the Wire”
11. Qualcomm — “The Whisper in the Air”
12. Ericsson — “The Towers That Talk”
TRANSPORTATION

13. Tesla— “The Car With No Engine”

14. John Deere — “The Machine That Feeds the World”

15. UPS — “The Promise in a Brown Truck”

INFRASTRUCTURE

16. ABB — “The Arms That Never Tire”

17. Schneider Electric — “The Guardian of the Grid”
MATERIALS

18. Corning — “The Thread of Light”

19. DuPont — “The Inventors of Almost Everything”
SCIENCE & TOOLS

20. 3M — “The Factory of Ten Thousand Ideas”
21. Bosch — “The Spark in Every Machine”

22. Honeywell — “The Dial That Tames the Weather”

MEDICINE & BIOTECHNOLOGY

23. Pfizer — “The Shield in a Tiny Vial”
24. Roche — “The Detectives of the Blood”

25. Novo Nordisk — “The Key to a Billion Locks”
26. Johnson & Johnson — “The Little Bandage That
Grew”

FOOD & AGRICULTURE

27. Nestlé — “The Cup That Wakes the World”
28. Cargill — “The Invisible Harvest”

FINANCE & COMMERCE

29. Visa — “The Handshake Inside the Card”

30. Mastercard — “The Two-Second Trust Machine”
31. Walmart — “The Store That Never Runs Out”
32. Costco — “The Treasure Warehouse”

33. FedEx — “The Race Against the Sun”

CONSUMER INNOVATION

34. Disney — “The Factory of Dreams”

35. LEGO — “The Brick That Builds Anything”
36. Sony — “The Pocket Full of Music”

37. Coca-Cola — “The Secret in the Red Can”
38. Nike — “The Shoe That Learned to Fly”

LUXURY & CRAFTSMANSHIP
39. Rolex — “The Heartbeat on Your Wrist”

40. LVMH — “The Suitcase That Conquered the World”

COMPUTING & DIGITAL CIVILIZATION

41. Apple — “The Glass That Thinks”

42. Microsoft — “The Invisible Machine”

43. Google — “The Library With No Walls”

44. Amazon — “The Box That Crossed the World”
45. NVIDIA — “The Brain Made of Sand”

46. Intel — “The First Thinking Chip”

47. TSMC — “The Invisible City”

48. ASML — “The Machine That Prints With Light”
49. OpenAl — “The Machine That Learned to Talk”

THE FINAL DISCOVERY

50. The Company Yet to Be Built — “The Adventure
You Will Build”



Midnight. Homework: not
happening. Because Grandpa
Ben's brass compass just
started... trembling.

CHAPTER 1

THE JAK BY THE KETTLE

It spun. Locked.
Pointing straight at—

Wait. The
COFFEE JAR?

Every morning: Mom's
mug, Dad's spoon,
Grandma's warm cup.
Three steaming drinks.
One family.

——

B We drink this
EVERY day. And
I've never asked
what it is.




The jar by the kettle. The diary flipped open by
Asleep in the moonlight. itself. Fresh ink.
Brown dust behind glass.

The most ordinary thing in e
the house.

(“Time to meet the
businesses that
built the modern

world, little one.
ﬂ ' Start with the one
4 & ' that wakes half the
YOU'RE the next g : planet — the cup
great company? — that wakes the
You're DUST. world.”

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Look properly at that jar. A single spoonful, and a sleepy grown-up turns
cheerful. The same brown dust has been sold everywhere for a lifetime. So
tonight's mystery: how does a seed become a giant?

N




The jar shimmered — and a whirlpool of warm blue light
yanked her in.

"o —

Here we GOOO!

E—

SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Biggest mystery yet =

@ How does a spoon of brown dust wake up a whole planet?
® Grandpa says it built the world's biggest food company. Prove it,
compass.




She landed in a warm hall
where rivers of roasted
brown beans rolled over
gleaming rollers.

It's a WATERFALL
of beans — and
WOW it smells
good!

CHAPTER 2

THE PALACE OF AROMAS

Fern laid out the journey in
steps. Red cherry. Green
bean. Brown bean. Dark
brew. Bright crystals.

So many secrets in
one little spoonful!

&

=7
‘ / A young scientist waved
“4 L] from the walkway. “I'm
Fern. | turn beans into
breakfast for a living.”

\;\
= f |
" Coffee has a ¢ <
| WHOLE palace? Ja,\\' =
L :

EH
g |
_

ld Under the microscope, a
roasted bean wasn't solid.
It was a SPONGE — full of
tiny golden rooms.

There's a whole
CITY inside one
bean!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

A jar of coffee looks like nothing. But it must be grown, picked, roasted,
ground, brewed, dried, AND taste the same in every cup. That is a lot of
hard jobs for one brown spoonful. =




Fern unrolled a parchment map: a winding path from shrub
to cup, with seven glowing stops. “Open all seven, and
you'll understand it.”

Seven stops. I'm IN.




£ SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - THE SEVEN STOPS

@ 1 THE SEED — coffee is a SEED?!
P2 THE SPARK — why does it wake me?

¥”3 THE SHIELD — a plant's secret weapon?
174 THE FIRE — roasting makes the flavour
5 THE POUR — hot water pulls it out

"6 THE CLOUD — brew becomes powder

177 THE HANDS — who makes it... and WHY?
Let's GO




CHAPTER 3

STOP ONE - THE SLEEPING SEED

E) what'sreallyin a bean

Stop one. Fern shrank them
beside a leafy shrub hung
with bright red cherries.

“Coffee grows as FRUIT.”

ﬁl y, 2
We're standing in a
| berry bush?! ;

—

She split a cherry open.
Two pale green seeds lay
inside, snug as twins.
“THOSE are your coffee
beans.”

A 'bean' is really a
SEED!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

them.

Every coffee 'bean' is actually the seed of a fruit — usually two per cherry.
The plant grew them to make baby plants, not breakfast. We just borrowed




E) whereitlikes to grow

“And these shrubs are fussy. They only love warm, high
places near the middle of the Earth.” A glowing green belt

¥ &,\‘53

-.h&'\\

w _
. QR

wrapped the globe.

B

A coffee belt around the whole planet!

* WORTH REMEMBERING

Coffee grows in a warm ring near the equator — steady sun, gentle rain, cool highland
nights. That's why your cup travelled a long way before it ever reached your kitchen. {)

7| SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - STOP 1 UNLOCKED

A coffee bean = a SEED, two tucked in a red cherry. The plant grew them for baby
plants; we borrowed them for breakfast. Grows only in a warm belt near the equator.
Long journey ahead! {»




CHAPTER 4

STOP TWO - THE GENTLE THIEF

Stop two. Fern shrank them into a brain. “All day, a sleepy
molecule called adenosine fills tiny locks — and you
yawn.”

e 2L

(So THAT'S what being tired IS!)

-

I

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Being sleepy isn't empty — it's a signal. A molecule called adenosine slowly
fills little 'locks' on your brain cells all day, and the more it fills, the drowsier
you feel. ==




“Now — coffee is packed W ith the locks plugged,
with caffeine. And caffeine the sleepy message

is almost the SAME shape - couldn't land. The little
as adenosine.” The red brain-cell perked wide
keys plugged the locks. awake.

‘si& It doesn't ADD
A sneaky look- awake — it
alike! BLOCKS sleepy!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Here's the whole trick, and now you own it: caffeine is a look-alike that
jams the 'time to rest' locks, so the tired signal never arrives. It hides your
sleepiness — until later, when it all catches up.




HOW COFFEE WAKES YOU UP

N
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SLEEPY KEYS

adenosine fills up

A LOOK-ALIKE

caffeine plugs them

NO SLEEP SIGNAL

so you stay awake




2] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - STOP 2 UNLOCKED

Tired = a molecule (adenosine) filling brain locks
all day. =& Caffeine is the SAME shape - it
plugs the locks — the sleepy signal can't land. It

blocks sleepy, it doesn't add awake!




CHAPTER 5

THE PLANT'S SECRET WEAPON

—

1 4

“But why would a plant even MAKE caffeine?” Fern
grinned as a tiny caterpillar took a bite and reeled back

dizzy.

|
The plant made a POISON for bugs?!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

enjoy a tiny, harmless sip of it. %,

Here's the twist: the coffee plant grows caffeine to guard its seeds. To a
hungry little insect, caffeine is a nasty, dizzying poison. We just happen to




E) whyit tastes bitter

“And that's why black Fern held a bean to the

coffee is BITTER,” said light. “A bug's poison, a

Fern. “Bitter is nature's grown-up's treat. Same

warning taste — 'carefull"” molecule — it's all about
the dose.”

One creature's

it's danger! 'yum'! %'l bestideas.

[My tongue thinks ) | 'yuck' is another's Nature reuses her

* WORTH REMEMBERING

A wonderful lesson hides in the bean: the very same chemical is a shield for the plant
AND a spark for people. In science, the dose makes all the difference. @

SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Plants make caffeine as a SHIELD — to a bug it's a dizzy poison. %, Bitter = nature's
'careful!' taste. Same molecule = bug's poison, grown-up's tiny treat. It's all about the

dose. @




STOP THREE

Stop three. Fern held out a
raw green bean. “Smell it”
It smelled of... nothing
much. Like a lawn.

W here's the coffee
SMELL?!

CHAPTER 6

- FIRE MAKES FLAVOR

Into the roaster. The beans
tumbled and cracked and
turned deep glossy brown.
The hall FLOODED with

aroma.

The smell
appeared out of
FIRE!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Roasting sets off the Maillard reaction: heat marries the bean's sugars and
proteins and builds hundreds of brand-new smell-and-taste molecules. Raw
beans are silent — fire gives them their voice. &




% WORTH REMEMBERING

Roasting is a careful dance. Too little and the coffee tastes flat and grassy; too much and
it burns bitter. The roaster must stop the fire at the exact perfect second — an art
learned over years. €3

&| SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - STOP 3 UNLOCKED

Raw green beans = no smell (like grass). Roasting (the Maillard reaction) = fire builds
hundreds of flavour molecules. ¢ 'First crack' = the bean pops. Stop the fire at the
perfect second. ¢




CHAPTER 7

STOP FOUK - THE GREAT EXTRACTION

Stop four. Fern tipped the roasted beans into a grinder. Out
came a heap of fine dark grounds.

W hy smash them up?

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Whole beans are locked treasure chests. Grinding them opens millions of
tiny surfaces, so the water can reach the flavour hidden inside. Finer
grounds give it up faster.




She poured hot water over ' Up close, the hot water

the grounds. They bloomed threaded between the

and puffed, and the water grounds, lifting out little

turned rich brown. flavour-specks and
— caffeine sparkles.

"—/——

P

The water is

STEALING the
It's changing colour coffee out of the
like magic ink! beans!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Hot water is a gentle thief, or in grown-up words a solvent: it dissolves the tasty bits
and the caffeine and carries them off, leaving spent grounds behind. That brown swirl is
water full of coffee. =

SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - STOP 4 UNLOCKED

Grinding = opens millions of surfaces so water can get in. | Hot water = a gentle thief
(a solvent) that dissolves the flavour + caffeine and carries them off. Brewed coffee =
water full of coffee. =




CHAPTER 8

STOP FIVE - CATCHING THE CLOUD

¥

Stop five. “Fresh coffee is mostly water,” said Fern. “To fit
itin a jar, we boil that water away into a thick dark syrup.”

You're shrinking the whole cup down!)

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Here's the big idea of instant coffee: brew a giant, super-strong batch, then
remove the water and keep only the coffee. Add hot water back later, and

=

the cup springs to life.




One way: spray the syrup - : 5 At the bottom, a soft

into a tall warm tower. 2 mound of brown powder
Each droplet dries in mid- ; ] | gathered — a whole batch
air and drifts down as fine | of cups, dried into dust.
powder.

A cloud of coffee,
caught in a jar!

* WORTH REMEMBERING

Spray-drying is fast and clever, but the rushing heat can bruise coffee's delicate smell.
So the very finest jars use a gentler trick — waiting at the next stop. ¢«*

SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - STOP 5 UNLOCKED

Instant coffee = brew it, then REMOVE the water, keep the coffee. Spray-drying: spray
syrup into a warm tower — droplets dry mid-air - powder. : Fast — but the heat can
bruise the smell. ¢




CHAPTER 9

STOP SIX - THE CAPTURED GHOST

Stop six, the gentlest. Fern FROZE the coffee syrup solid,
then let the ice vanish straight into vapour.

—

% WORTH REMEMBERING

It's called freeze-drying: freeze the coffee, then coax the ice to leave as
vapour without ever melting. No harsh heat — so the flavour survives,
sparkling into crisp brown crystals.




“But coffee's smell is a shy So they catch those wisps
ghost,” said Fern. Golden S~ early — and puff them
aroma-wisps drifted up and : gently back into the jar at
floated away from the jar. i A the very end.

\

You bottle the
GHOST and put it
back!

* WORTH REMEMBERING

Coffee's aroma is made of tiny, flighty molecules that escape with heat and time. The
cleverest makers capture the smell before drying and return it at the end — so your jar
still smells like morning. .\

%] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - STOP 6 UNLOCKED

Freeze-drying = freeze, then ice leaves as vapour (no melting, no bruising) — crystals.
Aroma = a shy ghost that escapes with heat. Catch it early, puff it back at the end. /|




CHAPTER 10

THE MANY CUPS

R L . e —_
Fern laid out a whole family. Tiny espresso. Milky latte. A
little pod. A tin of crystals. W hole beans. Decaf.

* WORTH REMEMBERING

There is no single coffee, because there is no single coffee-lover. Some want
it strong and tiny, some big and milky, some quick, some with no buzz at all.
Each shape is quietly designed for one wish. &»




“A pod is a whole perfect ' ' | “And decaf? We give the
brew, sealed and measured beans a gentle bath that
— pierce it, rush hot water * \ floats the caffeine away —
through, done.” . but leaves the flavour.”

A cup with the .
thinking already Coffee taste with
DONE! no sleepy-blocker!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

From a tiny espresso to a bedtime decaf, it's the same simple promise in a hundred
shapes: take the humble seed and give each person exactly the cup they love. A whole
forest of drinks from one plant. &

SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

No single coffee-lover — no single coffee. Espresso, latte, pods, crystals, beans, decaf
(caffeine bathed out!). %* One seed, a hundred shapes — the cup each person loves. A
FOREST. &




CHAPTER 11

STOP SEUEN - A MILLION CAREFUL HANDS

The seventh stop glowed
brightest of all. “T his one isn't
science,” said Fern. “It's
people.”

The last stop is
PEOPLE?

LAl

It starts on a hillside:
terraced farms at dawn,
families picking red
cherries one ripe berry
at a time.

Every cup starts
with a hand
picking a berry.

Then the line: roasted,
ground, brewed, dried,
and jarred — thousands
an hour, each one

| exactly the same.

Not one jar off.
EVER!




Then the long road: ships, The farmer. The roaster.
trucks, shops, drawers, and The chemist. The sailor.
a steaming mugin a i The shopkeeper. The
faraway kitchen. G by grandma. “l only do my
o " —— ] small part”

1 |
1] ‘. : = PR 1y s e =

.

IV L A,
.| The whole planet, ) But nobody does
| one warm cup! vhe g @ the WHOLE thing?!

YR

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Sit with that: no single person can grow, roast and carry a good cup to a
kitchen on the far side of the Earth. Each masters one sliver — and one

company conducts a million slivers into one jar. The conducting is the real
invention. E&

\




Siri traced the golden threads of aroma all the way back to
one grand house by a mountain lake.

Seven stops open... time to meet the
CONDUCTOR.

SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - STOP 7, PART ONE

Farmer — roaster — chemist — sailor — shopkeeper —» grandma - a mug
far away. @ Nobody knows the whole recipe. So the real question: WHO'S
THE CONDUCTOR? ...I'm about to find out. E&=




CHAPTER 12

THE JAR THAT GUAKRDS

Before the conductor, Fern Twist, hiss, pop. A sealed

held up the humble jar. jar that keeps the aroma IN
“This glass does a big job.” and the damp air OUT —

and shows it was never /
opened.

So |l can SEE it's

It's just a fresh and
container... isn't it? untouched!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Coffee has two quiet enemies: air and moisture. They steal the smell and
turn crystals stale. A tight seal locks the freshness in — and that little hiss
when you open it is the promise breaking for the first time. §




Next door: the torture room. Jars frozen, baked, soaked,
shaken. Every one must stay fresh inside.

"~
-

You TORTURE the jars?! _

S

* WORTH REMEMBERING

Here's the business seed hiding in the glass: a family that trusts a brand for the same
good cup does not switch on a whim. Reliability, proven test after test, is worth more
than any advertisement. First castle wall. i}

%] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - STOP INTO BUSINESS

The jar = the freshness kept safe. Sealed against air + moisture; the hiss = fresh. | They
torture-test it for months. Reliability you can taste. Filing under 'castle walls'. i}




CHAPTER 13

WHY THE VIORLD SAYS YES

E) siri's question Flips

Fern opened an old picture. Long ago, a good cup of coffee
meant grinding, boiling and waiting — every single time.

"y

Coffee used to be a whole CHORE?
kz i = T

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Before instant coffee, a tired person had to grind beans, boil water and mind
a pot before the first sip. Nescafé turned all that fuss into one spoonful and
a kettle. That's a gift of time, every morning. _




i
Then today: a sleepy “Now count,” said Fern. A
grown-up, one spoon, hot billion cups. Every single
water, and a happy cup in day. AU over the Earth.
ten seconds flat.

. | 1

Ten seconds to a
smile!

[ S R

-

* WORTH REMEMBERING

Warren's old riddle fits perfectly: price is what you pay, value is what you get. A
spoonful costs pennies; a calm, happy morning feels priceless. When value towers over
price, people don't feel sold to — they feel grateful.

%] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

My question flipped: not 'how does it work' — 'WHY spend billions building it?' Answer
#1: it turned a whole chore into one spoonful. It sells TIME and calm. Value >> price.




“A fancy gadget is a one-
time buy,” said Fern. “A jar
of coffee is a habit. Every
morning, for a lifetime.”

It never STOPS
being needed.

CHAPTER 14

THE RIVER OF REFILLS

Empty jar, new jar.In a
billion homes, the same
i quiet refill, over and over.

One spoonful at a
time!

* WORTH REMEMBERING

Business people love things people buy again and again without thinking.
Not one big exciting sale — a steady stream, forever. It's the difference
between a firework and a fireplace. &




Fern drew it as a calm, wide river. “Slow. Steady. Boring.
And boring, in business, is beautiful.”

Warren loves rivers like this: not a lottery win, but a stream that flows a little every

single day for decades. Predictable beats exciting. A cup people reach for on autopilot is
rarer than any flashy fad. (4

&| SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Answer #2: it's a HABIT, not a gadget — bought again and again, forever. A billion quiet
refills each morning. = Slow, steady, boring... and beautiful. A fireplace, not a firework.

(¢




CHAPTER 15

THE PRICE OF TRUST

EE

In the tasting lab the air was still and clean, and nobody
rushed. Robots, gentle light, careful noses.

% WORTH REMEMBERING

This is food — it goes inside people, every day. So the rule isn't 'usually
good.' It's 'never once wrong.' One off batch in one factory could upset trust
everywhere, so every jar is checked and checked again.




¥ e ! | .
On the wall: taste tests, b ! Fern tapped the plain little
safety tests, and stamps mark on the lid. “A sleepy
before any jar may leave " grown-up sees this and
the building. | relaxes. They just KNOW.”
—
s
Qﬁ‘ab\“’g

earn a promise Ll ( A mark that means

So SLOW? - people swallow. 'trust me'!

* WORTH REMEMBERING

That calm is a brand: a promise kept so many times it became a shortcut in people's
minds. You cannot buy it with advertisements — only earn it, batch after batch, for a
century. Slowest thing to build, fastest to lose. &

7] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Answer #3: TRUST. Clean labs, taste tests, safety stamps, re-checks. The mark on the
lid means 'relax, it's good.' Value — River — Trust. Now... WHO built all this? ¢




CHAPTER 16 - THE BIG DISCOVERY

THE LITTLE NEST EY THE LAKE

The compass dragged her “It starts in 1867. A kind
across a blue lake to a g ‘ pharmacist named Henri
grand old house with a . Nestlé, in a Swiss lake
little nest carved above the g R : town, had one urgent

doors. i _— problem.”

NESTLE! The little  [SEA S ‘
nest — the coffee 4 ! a

W hat problem?

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Back then, many babies who couldn't be breastfed simply didn't survive.
Henri mixed milk, wheat and sugar into a gentle food — and it saved a weak
infant everyone had given up on. His company began by saving babies. %




“His name meant 'little “Then, years later, a

nest,' so he drew a mother chemist named Max

bird feeding her chicks — a Morgenthaler took on a

promise of nourishment.” giant puzzle: coffee that
keeps in a jar.”

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Freeze here: no castle starts as a castle. A country had mountains of coffee going to
waste, and asked Nestlé for help. Max spent nearly a decade failing before he cracked it.
In 1938, Nescafé was born — and the world's mornings changed.

| SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - THE REVEAL

NESTLE = 'little nest.' 1867: Henri Nestlé's baby food saves a life - a mother bird
feeding chicks = the promise. % Then Max Morgenthaler spends ~10 years — 1938
Nescafé. The seed of it all: nourish, and never let people down.




CHAPTER 17

ONE IDEA, MANY GIFTS

“From that first jar grew a “And not just coffee.
whole world of coffee: crystals, Chocolate bars, warm
pods, tiny espressos, big milky noodles, bottled water,
cups.” | baby food, even food for

-

| The little nest
fed the whole
HOUSE?

[
“Through it all, one rule:
make food people can
trust, and treat the
water and land with
care.”

They wrote 'do |t
right' into the
walls.

% WORTH REMEMBERING

That rule is a kind of wall of its own. When the promise is 'good food
people can trust,' hard choices get simpler. Trust, once earned across a
century and a hundred countries, is the slowest treasure to build.




“Coffee, water, chocolate, soups, baby food, pet care — all
growing from that first act of care.”

The llttle nest grew a FOREST!




B THE STORY IN TIME

The Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk Company is
1866 . .
founded in Switzerland.
Henri Nestlé invents his infant food in Vevey — and
1867 .
saves a sick baby.
1905 The two companies merge to become Nestlé.
1929 A chocolate maker joins — the nest grows sweeter.
Nescafé, the first great instant coffee, goes on sale
1938
after years of work.
1947 Maggi soups and seasonings join the family.
The first coffee-pod machines bring the café into
1986 .
the kitchen.
Today P.eople drink over a billion cups of its coffee every
single day. ©




%] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Coffee — chocolate — noodles — water — baby
food — pet food. § One rule the whole time:
good food people can TRUST, and care for land
and water. From one baby's rescue to the whole

house's cupboard.




CHAPTER 18

THE CASTLE BEHIND THE CUP

A warm glow. A whiff of On the lakeshore the two
cherry cola. Warren and old friends let her lay out
Charlie of Omaha, before a the walls, one by one.

shining castle.

A
Walls! I've fe

1,
So: what keeps collected them ALL ‘. Scarier than any
invaders OUT, Siri? BOOK! ERl school quiz!
46 -

o —e S W




7

# THE CASTLE WALLS - WHY RIVALS CAN'T COPY IT

Ay, A —

 WallOne: A Name You
Trust

A sleepy grown-up reaches
for the jar they know without
a second thought. That
reflex, earned over a century,
is worth more than any
advertisement. (Grown-ups
say: brand.)

sl wall Two: Everywhere at
Once

A jar sits on nearly every
shop shelf on Earth. Building
that vast web of farms, ships,
trucks and shops takes
lifetimes — a rival can't rent
it overnight.

7

7

@ wall Three: The Same
Cup, Always

Making millions of jars taste
exactly the same, day after
day, is a craft learned over
lifetimes. One off batch and
the trust wobbles, so few can
match it.

@ wall Four: A Whole Forest

Coffee, water, chocolate,
soups, baby food, pet care —
thousands of trusted
products, not one. When one
tree rests, the forest still
stands.

S B




Charlie tapped his glasses. “Don't ask how they WIN —
ask what would DESTROY them. Invert, always invert.”

(Find every way to lose... then avoid it!




#% THE CASTLE WALLS - WHY RIVALS CAN'T COPY IT

A, A —

®® Crack One: Changing
Tastes

People want fresher,
healthier, less sugary things.
A giant must keep changing
what's in the cupboard or
slowly fall out of fashion.

7

J

{_ Crack Two: The Copycats

W hen a cheaper jar looks the
same on the shelf, some
shoppers stop paying for the
trusted name.

\. v

C
- Crack Three: The Sleepy
Giant
A company with a thousand
brands can grow slow and

careless. Bigness can quietly
become laziness.

7
.

DD,
Crack Four: Caring for the
Source

A giant that uses the world's
farms and water must treat
them kindly, or lose the trust
it lives on.




% WORTH REMEMBERING

Charlie's ruin-them checklist: let quality slip so a
jar tastes wrong, ignore what people want next,
grow so big you stop caring, take more from the
land than you give back. Now — just never do

those. Inversion turns worry into a checklist.




-
Warren raised his cola. “A cup a billion people reach for
before they're even awake — and four good walls guard
it”

The treasure was never the dust. It's
TRUST!

SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - THE CASTLE

WALLS: a trusted name *_ everywhere at once gl the same cup always @
a whole forest §. CRACKS: changing tastes * copycats *  a sleepy giant
i, caring for the source (). Charlie: INVERT. Warren: buy the habit, not the
dust. {4}




CHAPTER 19

THE JUDGE'S QUESTIONS

Then Warren built a tiny e 'rox TOK Siri banged a tiny gavel
courtroom on the lakeshore [ and fired Warren's five
— and put the JAR OF iﬁ eternal questions at the
COFFEE on the witness little brown witness.
stand.

=N

=

" M Will people still
F NEED you in thirty
I(Order in the court!)—-.. years?
" 52




* WORTH REMEMBERING

The Owner's Court: [ enduring need — people
will still want a warm, trusted cup each morning;
11 trust earned — a sleepy hand reaches for it
without thinking; ]! reinvesting wisely —
billions poured into greener farms, kinder
factories and new cups every year; /]! copyable
with mere money — the brown dust in a day, the
century of never letting people down, never.

Court adjourned for lemonade.




Last exhibit: a painting of 2056. A grown-up sipping a cup
grown on a healthier farm, on a perfectly ordinary morning.

—

e e
The cup changes. The morning wish never
does.

7] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - JUDGE ANY BUSINESS

Warren's five: @ enduring need? @ trust earned? © reinvests wisely? @
copyable with mere money? @ what breaks it? Works on soap, railways, jars
of coffee — anything. (He never once named a stock price. The judge judges
the BUSINESS.) i




CHAPTER 20

THE NEXT THIRTY YEARS

One last walk. “The next cup 4 “Smart farms will read
will be KINDER,” said Fern. " the weather and the
“Coffee grown on farms that soil, so each shrub gets
heal the soil instead of tiring exactly what it needs —
it” no waste.”

- B

_' " The farm
becomes a

“And the cup itself: less
sugar, more goodness,
maybe brewed with far
less water each time.”

=

N

V|

~
.
.

Coffee that leaves the [ A treat that's
land BETTER?! also a kindness!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

No crystal balls — just visible currents: farms that heal the soil, water saved
in every cup, less sugar, and jars that waste nothing. Shapes will change;
the wish for a warm, trusted cup will not. &




On a rooftop at dusk, Siri added the honest last line, the
way Grandpa taught her.

Bet on the NEED, not the jar.

* WORTH REMEMBERING

Siri's rooftop rule: the winner of 2056 isn't whoever owns today's cleverest jar — it's

whoever keeps the world's trust while the cups keep changing. Tools come and go. A
kept promise compounds for a century. ¥

7] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

2056 watchlist: soil-healing farms, smart growing, less water, healthier cups. Rules: bet
on needs, not jars - trust survives every new cup. &




CHAPTER 21

THE SECRET NOTEEOOK

Home stretch. Siri pinned every stop to her wall and joined
them all with red string.

‘-

[ It's ONE web. Every thread pulls the
others. v W |
57




* WORTH REMEMBERING

The Science Web, one breath: coffee is a seed in
a fruit — caffeine is the plant's shield that plugs
your sleepy locks — roasting fire builds the
flavour - grinding opens the bean — hot water
steals the coffee out - boil off the water -
freeze-dry gently and catch the aroma. Ordinary

nature, cleverly guided.




* WORTH REMEMBERING

The Business Web, one breath: value (a whole
chore becomes one spoonful) — the refill river (a
habit, not a gadget) — trust (a promise kept for
a century, in a hundred lands), guarded by
Charlie's inversion and judged by Warren's
court. Underneath it all: a million strangers,

conducted into one jar.




The true test: she retold the whole thing to her little
cousin. With sock puppets. He got it.

(Sock puppets don't lie. He GOT it!)




7] SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - THE LATTICEWORK

Charlie's word for my string-wall: a
LATTICEWORK of mental models. Twelve from
ONE jar: seed-not-bean - caffeine-blocks-sleepy
- dose-makes-the-difference - fire-makes-
flavour - water-the-solvent - remove-the-water
- catch-the-aroma - price-vs-value - the refill
river - brand=promise - care-for-the-source -
invert. &1




CHAPTER 22

COMING HOME

Her own bed. Morning. The : One fresh letter dried
compass: quiet. The house: lit - on the diary's page.
differently, somehow. -

(“The modern
world is not
magic. ltis
millions of
ordinary people
doing small hard
things, together,
for a long time.
Be patient, little
one — patience
is the one wall
no rival can

copy.”

At breakfast the jar sat
by the kettle, ordinary
as a spoon. Red
cherries. Roasting fire.
Hot-water thieves. A
little nest.

You're a whole
g hidden world,

Was it real? It FELT you little

real... spoonful.

v



Then she made Grandma a She hugged the diary tight. _
cup — one spoon, hot | | Somewhere far away, a 2
water, a curl of steam — « grand house glowed beside

and set it gently by her a mountain lake.
chair.

if ,‘
A warm morning, *—- N /
passed hand to = B ( Show me the next

hand. = one, Grandpa.

.

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Next unlock, feel it: a seed inside a red cherry — a plant's shield that plugs your sleepy
locks — fire that builds a thousand smells — a baby food grown into a giant. A jar of
coffee is no longer just brown dust. Nothing, from now on, is just anything.

SIRI'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - VOLUME CLOSED

Seven stops. Twelve mental models. One castle of trust. One baby's rescue grown into a
giant. = But the compass is twitching toward the bread bag... a single grain of wheat...
hidden in almost everything | eat... and Warren is already grinning. Next volume. < \(




OUR PHILOSOPHY

We believe the greatest gift we can give a child is the
ability to think.

Inspired by the multidisciplinary thinking of Charlie Munger and the
rational, long-term philosophy of Warren Buffett, our comics connect
science, technology, business, history, and human behavior to show how

the real world works.

Every story begins with a scientific idea and follows its journey into
innovation, industry, and the businesses that create value for society.
Along the way, children learn that great companies are built on curiosity,

experimentation, integrity, and long-term thinking.

Our goal is not to teach children how to invest, but to help them build the
mental models needed to understand the world, ask better questions,

and think independently.

The companies featured in The Great Company Adventures are
educational case studies—not investment recommendations. They show
how knowledge, innovation, and perseverance turn ideas into products,

services, and enduring businesses.

LEARN THE SCIENCE. - UNDERSTAND THE BUSINESS. - THINK FOR LIFE.



EVERY ORDINARY THING HIDES A SECRET.

Siri opened all seven stops of the cup that wakes
the world. But the compass is twitching again —
toward the kitchen, where a single grain of wheat
has rolled out of the bread bag. It hides in nearly
everything she eats... yet she has never once seen
the invisible harvest that carries it to her plate.
Who moves it?

NEXT ADVENTURE - The Invisible Harvest —




