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Meet the Characters

Siri Ben Warren Charlie Lucie

A curious girl named Siri, a wise old teacher named Ben, and his

student Warren with Warren’s partner Charlie — together

discovering the businesses that built the modern world, one

adventure at a time.

3



The Global 50
One great company per volume · fifty adventures, one modern world

S P A C E  &  E X P L O R A T I O N

1. SpaceX — “The Fire That Comes Back”

M A N U F A C T U R I N G  &  E N G I N E E R I N G

2. Toyota — “The River That Builds Cars”

3. Siemens — “The Factory That Builds Factories”

4. Caterpillar — “The Machines That Move Mountains”

5. Boeing — “The Bird With Six Million Pieces”

6. Airbus — “The Plane Four Countries Built”

E N E R G Y  &  I N D U S T R Y

7. Shell — “The Sunlight Buried at Sea”

8. ExxonMobil — “The Ancient Sunlight Machine”

9. GE Vernova — “The Wheel That Makes Lightning”

C O M M U N I C A T I O N

10. AT&T — “The Voice Inside the Wire”

11. Qualcomm — “The Whisper in the Air”

12. Ericsson — “The Towers That Talk”

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

13. Tesla — “The Car With No Engine”

14. John Deere — “The Machine That Feeds the World”

15. UPS — “The Promise in a Brown Truck”

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

16. ABB — “The Arms That Never Tire”

17. Schneider Electric — “The Guardian of the Grid”

M A T E R I A L S

18. Corning — “The Thread of Light”

19. DuPont — “The Inventors of Almost Everything”

S C I E N C E  &  T O O L S

20. 3M — “The Factory of Ten Thousand Ideas”

21. Bosch — “The Spark in Every Machine”

22. Honeywell — “The Dial That Tames the Weather”

M E D I C I N E  &  B I O T E C H N O L O G Y

23. Pfizer — “The Shield in a Tiny Vial”

24. Roche — “The Detectives of the Blood”

25. Novo Nordisk — “The Key to a Billion Locks”

26. Johnson & Johnson — “The Little Bandage That

Grew”

F O O D  &  A G R I C U LT U R E

27. Nestlé — “The Cup That Wakes the World”

28. Cargill — “The Invisible Harvest”

F I N A N C E  &  C O M M E R C E

29. Visa — “The Handshake Inside the Card”

30. Mastercard — “The Two-Second Trust Machine”

31. Walmart — “The Store That Never Runs Out”

32. Costco — “The Treasure Warehouse”

33. FedEx — “The Race Against the Sun”

C O N S U M E R  I N N O V A T I O N

34. Disney — “The Factory of Dreams”

35. LEGO — “The Brick That Builds Anything”

36. Sony — “The Pocket Full of Music”

37. Coca-Cola — “The Secret in the Red Can”

38. Nike — “The Shoe That Learned to Fly”

L U X U R Y  &  C R A F T S M A N S H I P

39. Rolex — “The Heartbeat on Your Wrist”

40. LVMH — “The Suitcase That Conquered the World”

C O M P U T I N G  &  D I G I T A L  C I V I L I Z A T I O N

41. Apple — “The Glass That Thinks”

42. Microsoft — “The Invisible Machine”

43. Google — “The Library With No Walls”

44. Amazon — “The Box That Crossed the World”

45. NVIDIA — “The Brain Made of Sand”

46. Intel — “The First Thinking Chip”

47. TSMC — “The Invisible City”

48. ASML — “The Machine That Prints With Light”

49. OpenAI — “The Machine That Learned to Talk”

T H E  F I N A L  D I S C O V E R Y

50. The Company Yet to Be Built — “The Adventure

You Will Build”
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C H A P T E R  1

The Watch That Would Not StopThe Watch That Would Not Stop

Midnight. Homework: not

happening. Because Grandpa

Ben's brass compass just

started… trembling.

It spun. Locked.

Pointing straight at—

Down the hall: oven,

phone, car, wall clock.

Every machine in the

house knew the time.

It's never done THIS
before.

Wait. Seriously?

Nobody in this
house has ever
WONDERED
how.

tik-tiktik-tiktik-tik spinspinspin

5



★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Really think about it. No plug. No battery. No chip. Two hundred pieces of

metal in a case the size of a coin — and in fifty years it has drifted only

seconds. Tonight's mystery: how does metal count time?

Grandpa's old steel watch.

No battery. Not wound

today. Still ticking.

The diary flipped open by

itself. Fresh ink.

YOU'RE the next
great company?
You're a WATCH.

“Time to meet the
businesses that

built the modern
world, little one.
Start with the one
already ticking on
your own wrist. The
heartbeat.”
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📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK

Biggest mystery yet ⌚

➊ How does a machine with no electricity know what a second IS?

➋ Grandpa says it built one of the world's most admired companies. Prove

it, compass.

The crystal rippled — and a whirlpool of light yanked her

in.

Here we GOOO!

WHOOSHWHOOSHWHOOSH
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C H A P T E R  2

The Puzzle of Two Hundred PiecesThe Puzzle of Two Hundred Pieces

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

A mechanical watch holds no electricity anywhere. Metal, jewel and oil,

doing arithmetic. It is the closest humans ever came to building a living

creature you can wear. ⚙️

She landed in a workshop

where a watch floated in

pieces. Hundreds of pieces.

A frozen explosion.

A young watchmaker

plucked a screw smaller

than a salt grain out of the

air. “I'm Lucie. I build time

for a living.”

A crystal. A dial. A coiled

ribbon of steel. A ladder of

golden wheels. One tiny

wheel, breathing.

Under the loupe, the

movement wasn't a

machine. It was a CITY.

Golden bridges. Ruby

windows.

It's a GALAXY of
tiny wheels! Best. Job. EVER.

How many pieces IS
this?

Over two hundred.
Smaller than a coin.

There are STREETS
in here!
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Lucie unrolled a parchment map. Seven glowing doors.

“Seven secrets. Open them all, and you'll understand time

itself.”

Seven doors. Deal.
9



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  T H E  QU E S T  M A P

🚪1 WHAT IS TIME — how do you even measure

it?

🚪2 THE POWER — no battery, so what?

🚪3 THE LADDER — wheels talking to wheels

🚪4 THE TICK — where does the sound come

from?

🚪5 THE HEART — what actually keeps time?

🚪6 THE WRIST — it winds ITSELF?!

🚪7 THE FORTRESS — and who builds all this?

Let's GO 🗺️

❖
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C H A P T E R  3

What Time Actually IsWhat Time Actually Is

3a Door One: everybody's first clock

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Here is the whole idea of a clock: find something that repeats exactly the

same way, forever, then count the repeats. Sunrises. Pendulum swings.

Anything reliable. Time-telling is just very careful counting. ⏳

Door one led… outdoors?

An ancient courtyard. A

shadow creeping across

carved stone.

“Then, in 1656, a clock

with a swinging weight.

Suddenly clocks were

wrong by minutes, not

hours.”

The first clock was
the SKY?

A swing made
clocks HONEST?

11



3b Proof, on a playground

📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 1 ,  H A L F OP E N

A clock = something that repeats + something that counts. Shadows → pendulums → ?

And the swing takes the same time whatever the size. Tested it myself, obviously. 🎯

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

That is the magic property, and it has a name: isochronism. A swing's timing depends on

its length, not on how hard you push. Every good clock hides some kind of swing. 🎯

Lucie took her to a swing. Big arc, small arc — the trip

took the same time either way.

It doesn't CARE how high I go!
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C H A P T E R  4

The Sleeping SpringThe Sleeping Spring

4a Door Two: power without a battery

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The mainspring is a battery made of shape. Bending steel stores energy;

letting it straighten hands the energy back. One full wind holds around 70

hours of ticking. 🌀

A pendulum needs to hang

still. A wrist never stops

moving. So: a new plan.

Lucie opened a golden

drum like a locket. Inside, a

ribbon of blue steel, coiled

tight and furious.

No swinging
weight. Then
where's the
POWER?

That's the whole
ENGINE?
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Lucie wound the crown. Siri put her ear against it and

heard the ribbon whisper.

It sounds like a tiny animal breathing.
14



4b Why steady beats strong

📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 2  U N L OC KE D

Mainspring = coiled steel, ~70 hours per wind. Full spring shoves, empty spring nudges

— and the timekeeper has to ignore BOTH. Isochronism saves the day again. 🌀

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

A brilliant question, and the answer is the point: a good clock's timekeeper must ignore

how hard it is pushed. That is why the swing law matters so much. Push harder, same

beat. ⚖️

“A full spring pushes hard. An empty one pushes weakly.

That would ruin everything.”

Wait — would it run FAST when full?

15



C H A P T E R  5

The Ladder of WheelsThe Ladder of Wheels

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Gears never make free power. One slow turn of the barrel becomes many

quick turns further along — which is exactly how one spring drives an hour

hand, a minute hand and a racing seconds hand at once. ⚙️

Door three: gears. Big and

slow feeding small and

fast, down a golden

staircase of teeth.

“Each pair trades. Give up

force, gain speed. Give up

speed, gain force. Never

both.”

A staircase made of
TEETH!

Gears are a SWAP
shop!

16



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 3  U N L OC KE D

Gear ladder = trade force for speed, both ways. Teeth counts ARE the maths. 60 minute-

turns per hour-turn — the clock does times tables in metal. ⚙️

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The ratios are simple counting: the minute hand turns 60 times for every one turn of the

hour hand. Choose the number of teeth, and you have chosen the ratio. Arithmetic you

can hold. 🔢

On the dial: three hands, three speeds. One crawling. One

strolling. One sprinting.

Same engine. Three different SPEEDS.
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C H A P T E R  6

The Gate That TicksThe Gate That Ticks

6a Door Four: why doesn't it just run away?

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

This gate is the escapement — the cleverest part of any watch. It does two

jobs in one motion: releases the spring's power in tiny equal bites, and gives

the timekeeper a little push to keep it going. 🚪

“Let the spring run free,”

said Lucie, “and the whole

watch unwinds in about

ten seconds.”

A little anchor-shaped

lever, rocking. Each rock let

exactly ONE tooth slip past.

Tick. Tock.

TEN SECONDS?! So
what stops it?

THAT'S where the
sound comes from!
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Slowed a thousand times: hold, release, jump, catch. Hold,

release, jump, catch.

It's playing catch with ENERGY.
19



HOW A WATCH COUNTS TIME

COILED SPRING

stores the power

THE GATE

one tooth per tick

THE HEART

8 swings a second

❖

2 0



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 4  U N L OC KE D

Escapement = a gate. One tooth per tick. Also

gives the heart a shove each time so it never

dies down. Two jobs, one tiny lever. Absolute

genius. 🚪

❖

2 1



C H A P T E R  7

The Heart of the MachineThe Heart of the Machine

7a Door Five: the thing that actually keeps time

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The balance wheel is the playground swing again — but flat, and driven by

a spring instead of gravity. Big swing or small, the beat is the same. That is

why the fading mainspring doesn't matter. 🎯

Door five: a wheel

swinging back, forth, back,

forth, on a hair-thin spiral

spring.

Under the microscope: the

hairspring, coiled like a tiny

galaxy, opening and closing

forever.

It's BREATHING!

Thinner than my
HAIR. And it's the
boss?

2 2



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 5  U N L OC KE D

Balance wheel + hairspring = a flat swing that ignores how hard it's pushed. 8 beats a

second, ~700,000 a day, for decades. My watch has a PULSE. ❤️

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

A faster heart keeps steadier time — a quick swing is harder to knock off rhythm than a

slow one. But faster also means more wear and more oil. Watchmaking is one long

argument between accuracy and endurance.

“Modern beat rate: eight swings a second. Around seven

hundred thousand every day.”

Seven HUNDRED THOUSAND? Daily?!

2 3



C H A P T E R  8

The Four Enemies of TimeThe Four Enemies of Time

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Watch jewels are synthetic rubies, grown in a furnace since 1902. Ruby is

nearly as hard as diamond and glass-smooth, so a steel pivot can spin in it

for decades without carving a groove. 💎

Enemy one: friction. Metal

grinding on metal makes

heat — and heat is time,

wasted.

Each spinning tip rides in a

polished ruby cup, holding

one microscopic drop of oil.

So you… oil it?

Better. We give
every pivot a
gemstone.

Bearings made of
GEMS!

2 4



★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The fix is chemistry: hairsprings made from non-magnetic alloys — mixtures

like niobium and zirconium that simply ignore a magnet. Modern versions

also shrug off temperature changes. 🧲

Enemy two: magnets. Loudspeakers, fridge doors, tablet

covers. A magnetised hairspring sticks to itself and races.

My FRIDGE can break a watch?!

2 5



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  E N E M Y  L I S T

Friction → ruby jewels 💎 · magnets → non-magnetic alloy 🧲 · knocks →
springy jewel seatbelts · gravity → tested in 5 positions. Nobody 'invented'

accuracy. They removed the reasons for error. 🧹

Enemy three: a dropped

watch. So each jewel sits

on a springy clip that slides

aside, then snaps home.

Enemy four: gravity itself.

Flat, sideways, upside

down — the heart hangs

differently in each.

A tiny SEATBELT
for the heart!

So they test it in
FIVE positions?

Five. And at three
temperatures.

2 6



C H A P T E R  9

The Wrist That Winds ItselfThe Wrist That Winds Itself

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The rotor is a lump of heavy metal that always wants to hang downward.

Your wrist turns; the rotor lags behind; that difference winds the spring. You

are the power station. ⚡

Door six. Lucie flipped the

movement over. A half-

moon weight swung lazily

as she tilted her hand.

The weight swung freely

all the way around, feeding

the coiled spring through a

tiny gearbox.

It winds itself from
my ARM?

A machine that
eats FIDGETING.

2 7



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 6  U N L OC KE D

Rotor = a half-moon weight that lags behind my wrist. Walking = winding. And because

you never wind it, the case never has to open. One idea, two wins. 💪

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Self-winding was patented in 1931 and it changed everything: no daily winding meant

the case could stay screwed shut. Solve one problem and the next one solves itself. 🔗

On a sunny street she walked, swung her arms, and felt

the tiny weight spinning at every step.

Free power from just… existing!

2 8



C H A P T E R  1 0

The Fortress Around the HeartThe Fortress Around the Heart

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

A watch's real enemies are boring: water, dust, sweat and air. Seal them out

and the delicate heart inside beats for a century. Sealing was not a luxury

feature. It was the whole invention. 🛡️

Door seven began with a

hatch. A steel case

screwed shut, sealing rings

squeezed into every joint.

“The crown screws down

too. That was the 1926

idea that made everything

else possible.”

So water just…
gives up?

The winder is a
HATCH as well!

2 9



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 7 ,  P A RT  ON E

Sealed case + screwed-down crown = a submarine for a heart 🛡️. Pressure-tested every

time. And they smelt their OWN steel because ordinary steel wasn't good enough.

Stubborn people!

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The alloy is a superalloy usually used in chemical plants and hospital tools — hard to

machine, hard to polish, and far better at resisting sweat and salt water. Harder to

make, so almost nobody bothers. That is exactly the point. 🔩

In the next room, watches

sat in clear tanks while the

pressure climbed and

climbed.

And upstairs: their own

foundry, pouring their own

steel. A tougher, shinier

alloy than most.

You DROWN them
on purpose?!

Every single one,
before it leaves.

You make your own
METAL?

3 0



C H A P T E R  1 1

A Thousand HandsA Thousand Hands

📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 7 ,  P A RT  T WO

Foundry → gem lab → benches → polishers → testers → service. Ten years to be CALM

at the bench. No one person makes a watch. So who's the conductor? …I think I'm about

to find out. 🎼

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Sit with that: nobody on Earth makes a watch alone. Each person masters one sliver —

smelting, cutting, polishing, adjusting, testing — and one company conducts a thousand

slivers into a single object. The conducting is the real invention. 🎼

The last stretch of door

seven: a hall of white

benches stretching away.

And total silence.

Watchmakers with loupes

screwed into one eye,

tweezers hovering. Some

had done this for thirty

years.

Down the corridor,

gemmologists graded tiny

stones under microscopes,

sorting sparkle from flaw.

The founder. The

gemmologist. The polisher.

The tester. The service

watchmaker. Each said the

same shy sentence: “I only

do my small part.”

It's not a factory.
It's a LIBRARY that
builds things.

How long to learn
THAT?

Years to be quick.
A decade to be
calm.

There's a whole
SCIENCE lab for
the shiny bits?

But nobody does
the WHOLE
watch?!

3 1



C H A P T E R  1 2

The Room Where Watches Are TorturedThe Room Where Watches Are Tortured

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The Swiss chronometer standard allows a movement −4 to +6 seconds a

day. Fewer than one in twenty Swiss watches is ever submitted. Passing it

is the beginning, not the end. ⏱️

Behind the last door: the

torture room. Watches

spun, chilled, magnetised,

drowned.

“First an outside laboratory

tests the bare movement.

Fifteen days. Five

positions. Three

temperatures.”

You BREAK them
on purpose?!

We try to. Politely.
Every day.

Somebody ELSE
marks your
homework?

3 2



★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Choosing a private standard tighter than the public one is a quiet, expensive

decision no customer can verify. That is exactly why it builds trust.

Remember this room — we'll meet it again at the castle. 🎯

“Then we test the finished watch again, on our own rule:

minus two to plus two seconds a day.”

You made the test HARDER for yourselves?

3 3



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  D OOR 7  U N L OC KE D

Outside lab: 15 days, 5 positions, 3 temperatures. Then their OWN test,

twice as strict. Nobody would ever know if they skipped it. That's the whole

point. Now — someone wants to meet me. 💰

Final inspection: one hand a hair out of line, one dust

speck on the dial… and back it goes.

ONE speck?!

3 4



C H A P T E R  1 3

Why People Say YesWhy People Say Yes

13a Siri's question flips

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Warren's favourite riddle: price is what you pay, value is what you get. Here

the value has a strange shape — the thing is expected to outlive the buyer,

be repaired forever, and be given away one day. 💛

A quiet shop of glass and

wood. People weighing a

decision like a wedding

vow.

A grandfather unbuckled

his watch and laid it in his

grandchild's hands.

Running since 1968.

Nobody buys
anything this
slowly!

Nobody hands
down a PHONE.

3 5



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK

My question flipped: not 'how does it work' → 'WHY would anyone spend a

century on this?' Answer #1: it isn't a clock. It's a marker for the days that

mattered. ⌚

In the window: watches bought for a first job, a last race, a

hundredth birthday.

People aren't buying a clock. They're
buying a MOMENT.

3 6



C H A P T E R  1 4

The Circle of DesireThe Circle of Desire

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

When a thing is admired and scarce, the wanting grows faster than the

supply. That is powerful — and dangerous. Push it too far and you stop

selling watches and start selling hype. Hype leaves. ⚠️

“Answer two is

uncomfortable,” said Lucie.

“We could make more. We

choose not to make many

more.”

Outside a shop, a polite list

of names, waiting months

for a steel watch that costs

less than the gold ones.

On PURPOSE?
That's… allowed?

People QUEUE? For
the plain one?

3 7



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK

Answer #2: THE CIRCLE. Scarce + trusted → resold high → more trusted. Filing 'people

queueing for a watch' under CRACKS as well as walls, because hype is a moody friend

🧐

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Here is the loop: they hold their value → people trust buying one → the name grows →
they hold their value. A circle that feeds itself. Not one advert in it — just a very long

habit of not disappointing anyone. 🔁

And there's a second market: watches from the 1960s, sold

again and again, for more than they first cost.

Old ones going UP? That's backwards!

3 8



C H A P T E R  1 5

The Price of TrustThe Price of Trust

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Answer #3: trust, built on purpose. A company that repairs a ninety-year-

old product is quietly promising the buyer of today: we will still be here for

you. That promise cannot be bought — only kept, year after year. 🤝

Answer three lived in the

basement: the service

workshop. Old watches,

fully taken apart, cleaned,

rebuilt.

On the bench: a watch from

1935, in pieces, being

lovingly reassembled. Its

owner's grandmother had

worn it.

You still fix the
ANCIENT ones?

Ninety years old.
And it'll leave here
ticking.

3 9



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK

Answer #3: TRUST. Fix the 90-year-old ones 🔧 · change in millimetres · say no to

almost everything. Value → circle → trust. Now — WHO built all this? Compass is

spinning again 🧭

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Their design changes in millimetres, over decades — so a watch from 1970 and one from

today are obviously cousins. Slowness is a strategy: it makes yesterday's watch never

look wrong. ⏳

Upstairs, a wall of rejected designs. One survivor. “We

change slowly. On purpose.”

Saying NO is the secret weapon?!

40



C H A P T E R  1 6  ·  T H E  B I G  D I S C O V E R Y

The Crown by the LakeThe Crown by the Lake

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Wilsdorf's bet was a testable claim, not a slogan: a wrist-sized watch can

be as accurate as a big pocket watch. In 1910 one of his wristwatches

earned the first Swiss chronometer certificate ever given to a wristwatch.

He won the argument with evidence. ⏱️

The compass dragged them

through the morning mist to a

calm pale building by a lake. A

golden crown on its face.

“London, 1905. A young

man named Hans

Wilsdorf, twenty-four

years old, and a partner.

They didn't make
watches. They bought

good movements and

cased them.”

“Everyone wore pocket

watches. Wristwatches

were toys. Too small,

too shaken, too wrong.”

ROLEX! The heartbeat
on your wrist!

So they started
with… an
OPINION?

And he bet
against
EVERYBODY?
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📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  T H E  RE V E A L

ROLEX. London 1905 → the wrist bet everyone laughed at → first wristwatch

chronometer certificate 1910 → name registered 1908 → Geneva 1919. He didn't argue.

He got it CERTIFIED. 👑

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Freeze here: in 1919 this was a small firm assembling other people's movements, in an

industry that thought wristwatches were a fad. No castle starts as a castle. What it had

was one unpopular idea and the patience to prove it.

“He wanted a name short

enough for any dial and any

language. Five letters.

Registered in 1908.”

“In 1919 the firm moved to

Geneva. Closer to the

mountains, the movements

and the watchmakers.”

He designed the
NAME like a part?

London to the lake.
And the crown was
born.
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C H A P T E R  1 7

The Watch That Went EverywhereThe Watch That Went Everywhere

“1926: the Oyster. A case

screwed shut like a hatch.

1931: the rotor, so you never

open it.” Two ideas, locked

together.

“1927. A swimmer

crossed the English

Channel. Ten hours in

cold grey water, an

Oyster around her
neck.”

“That was his real

invention: don't describe

the watch. Send it
somewhere terrifying

and report back.”

Sealed forever, and it
winds itself!

And it still
WORKED?

It came out
perfect. He put it
on the front
page.

Proof beats
promises!
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★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Notice the pattern across fifty years: every famous Rolex began as a tool for

someone with a difficult job — divers, pilots, explorers, scientists. Beauty

came second. The luxury grew out of the usefulness, never the other way

round. 🧰

“1953. The first climbers

stood on Everest — that

expedition carried these

watches. The same year:

the first Submariner, for
divers.”

“1960: a special Oyster

bolted outside a

submersible rode to the

deepest point in the ocean.

It came back running.”

Highest peak AND
the deep sea?

Eleven kilometres
DOWN?!
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📜  T H E  S T ORY  I N  T I M E

1905
Hans Wilsdorf and a partner start a watch firm in

London.

1908
The name Rolex is registered — five letters, easy in

any language.

1910
First chronometer certificate ever awarded to a

wristwatch.

1919 The company moves to Geneva, Switzerland.

1926
The Oyster: a hermetically sealed, screwed-shut

waterproof case.

1927
A swimmer crosses the English Channel wearing

one. It survives.

1931
The Perpetual rotor — a watch wound by your

own movement.

1945
The Datejust, and the founder's plan to leave the

firm to a foundation.

1953 Everest, and the first Submariner divers' watch.

1954
The GMT-Master, made for airline pilots crossing

time zones.

1960
A special Oyster rides a submersible to the deepest

point of the ocean.

1976
The company begins awarding prizes for

enterprising projects worldwide.

Today
Still private, owned by a foundation, not the stock

k t 👑
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📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK

Sealed case + self-winding = the unbreakable

pair. Then: Channel 1927 · Everest + Submariner

1953 · pilots 1954 · deepest ocean 1960. Every

'luxury' watch here started as a TOOL. 🧰

❖
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C H A P T E R  1 8

The Castle of SteelThe Castle of Steel

A warm glow. A whiff of

cherry cola. Warren and

Charlie, the partners from

Omaha, before a shining

castle.

On a bench above the lake,

the two old friends let her

lay out the walls, one by

one. Nodding. Chuckling.

Correcting.

The only question
that matters for a
hundred years, Siri:
what keeps
invaders OUT?

Walls! I've been
collecting them
ALL BOOK!

Scarier than any
school test. A
hundred times
more fun.
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🏰  T H E  C A S T L E  WA L L S  ·  WH Y  RI V A L S  C A N ' T  C OP Y  I T

👑 Wall One: The Crown

A century of kept promises

worn on a million wrists. A

rival copies a case shape in a

year; a meaning takes

generations.

🔬 Wall Two: The Obsession

Its own foundry, its own

alloys, its own gem lab —

and a private accuracy rule

stricter than the public one.

🏔️ Wall Three: Proof, Not

Slogans

Summits, trenches, cockpits

and shipwrecks. Adventures

that actually happened

cannot be invented by a rival.

♻️ Wall Four: The Long Life

Serviced, never scrapped.

Every ninety-year-old watch

still running is an

advertisement money cannot

buy.

❖

48



Charlie tapped his thick glasses. “Turn the telescope

around. Don't ask how it wins — ask what would

DESTROY it. Then check they're not doing it. Invert,

always invert.”

Find every way to LOSE… then don't go
there!
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🏰  T H E  C A S T L E  WA L L S  ·  WH Y  RI V A L S  C A N ' T  C OP Y  I T

👗 Crack One: Fashion

Luxury tastes turn. What

every grown-up wants today,

their children may find dull

tomorrow.

🎭 Crack Two: Hype and

Fakes

Scarcity attracts speculators

and counterfeiters. Both

borrow the name — and

neither protects it.

⌚ Crack Three: The Smart

Wrist

Screens now live where

watches live. A generation

may never learn what a

mechanical heart is for.

🪞 Crack Four: No Outside

Referee

A private company owned by

a foundation answers mostly

to itself. Excellent — as long

as it keeps judging itself

harshly.

❖

5 0



❖

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Charlie's ruin-a-watchmaker checklist: cheapen

the metal to sell more. Chase every trend. Let

the waiting lists become the product. Stop

repairing old watches. Now — just never do

those. Inversion turns worry into a checklist.
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📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  T H E  C A S T L E

WALLS: crown 👑 obsession 🔬 proof 🏔️ long life ♻️. CRACKS: fashion 👗

hype 🎭 smart wrists ⌚ no referee 🪞. Charlie: INVERT. Warren: patience is

a wall nobody can copy. 🏰

Warren raised his cola. “I don't own a piece of this one —

it isn't for sale. But I admire it. They chose to be trusted for

a century instead of big by Friday.”

The treasure was never the watch!
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C H A P T E R  1 9

The Judge's QuestionsThe Judge's Questions

Then Warren built a tiny

courtroom by the lake —

and put the WATCH on the

witness stand. “Every

business answers a judge
someday, Siri. The judge is

the future. Today, that's

you.”

Siri banged the tiny gavel

and fired Warren's five

eternal questions.

Order in the court!

Question one,
witness: will
people still NEED
you in thirty years?

tok toktok toktok tok

5 3



❖

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The Owner's Court: ⚖️ Enduring need? —

'Marking the days that matter is older than

clocks.' ⚖️ Trust earned? — 'Ninety-year-old

watches still leave my workshop ticking.' ⚖️

Reinvesting wisely? — 'Own foundry, own

alloys, own service network, decade after

decade.' ⚖️ Copyable with money? — 'My case,

in a year. A century of not disappointing

anyone? No.' ⚖️ What breaks you? — 'Only my

keepers, if they get greedy or bored.' Court

adjourned for lemonade.
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📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  J U D G E  A N Y  BU S I N E S S

Warren's five: ➊ enduring need? ➋ trust earned? ➌ reinvests wisely? ➍

copyable with mere money? ➎ what breaks it? Works on shoes, red fizzy

cans, watches — anything. (Not one stock price mentioned. The judge

judges the BUSINESS.) ⚖️

Last exhibit: a painting of 2056. A wrist wearing something

quiet and mechanical, beside a glowing screen. Both,

together.

The screen tells the time. The watch tells a
STORY.
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C H A P T E R  2 0

The Next Thirty YearsThe Next Thirty Years

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

No crystal balls — just visible currents: tougher materials, recycled metals,

robots for repetition, and a generation raised on screens rediscovering

things that are built to be kept. Siri's rooftop rule: bet on the needs, not the

shapes. 🔮

“Last question,” said Lucie.

“What is a watch in thirty

years?” Robots handing

parts to human hands.

Hundred-year-old watches

still ticking in a case.

“New spring alloys that

laugh at magnets. New oils

that never dry. Ceramics

that never scratch.”

“And the metal is starting

to travel in a circle — gold

and steel recovered and

melted again.”

“Robots take the boring

cuts. Humans keep the

judging — the eye that

knows when a finish is

right.”

Screens get
replaced. These
get SERVICED.

The heart keeps
getting tougher.

The mountain
doesn't have to be
dug twice!

Machines for the
muscle. People for
the TASTE.
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📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK

2056 watchlist: magnet-proof springs, everlasting oils, recycled gold, robots

for the boring cuts. Rules: bet on needs, not shapes · trust is the crown · a

watch should serve you, not hurry you. 🔮

On the rooftop at dusk, she added the honest last line: a

watch is a tool for noticing your own life.

Best servant. Worst master. Same as fire.
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C H A P T E R  2 1

The Secret NotebookThe Secret Notebook

Home stretch. Siri pinned every discovery to her wall and

joined them with red string.

It's all ONE WEB. Every thread pulls the
others.
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★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The Science Web, one breath: a clock is a thing

that repeats plus a thing that counts → bent

steel stores the power → gears trade force for

speed → the escapement lets it out one bite at a

time → the balance wheel swings at the same

rate however hard it's pushed → rubies kill

friction, alloys kill magnets, a sealed case kills

water. Ordinary physics, stacked

extraordinarily.
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★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

The Business Web, one breath: usefulness (a

tool for a hard job) → proof (send it somewhere

terrifying) → trust (repair it forever, test it

harder than the rules) → the circle (trusted

things hold value, which makes them trusted) →

castle, patrolled by Charlie's inversion and

judged in Warren's court.
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The real test: she explained the whole thing to her little

cousin. With a playground swing and a garden gate. He

got it.

If you can't explain it with a swing, you
don't know it yet.

61



📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  T H E  L A T T I C E WORK

Charlie's word for my string-wall: a

LATTICEWORK. Twelve models from ONE

watch: repeat-and-count · isochronism · gears-

are-trades · release-in-equal-bites · remove-

the-error-sources · you-are-the-power · seal-

the-boring-enemies · price-vs-value · proof-

beats-promises · scarcity-cuts-both-ways ·

brand=promise-kept · invert. 🕸️

❖
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C H A P T E R  2 2

Coming HomeComing Home

Her own bed. Morning. The

compass: quiet. The house: lit

differently, somehow.

One fresh letter dried

on the diary's page.

At breakfast: the old

watch, ordinary as a

spoon. A coiled ribbon.

A gate. A heart beating

eight times a second.

Was it real? It FELT
real…

“The modern
world is not
magic. It is
millions of
ordinary people
doing small hard
things, together,
for a long time.

Be patient, little
one — patience
is the one wall
no rival can
copy.”

You've been alive
this whole time.
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📓  S I RI ' S  S E C RE T  N OT E BOOK ·  V OL U M E  C L OS E D

Seven doors. Twelve mental models. One castle of steel. One man who bet on the wrist

when everyone laughed. But the compass is twitching toward the attic… something

leather… something with brass corners… and Warren is already grinning. 🧭🧳

★  WORT H  RE M E M BE RI N G

Next quiet moment, listen: a steel ribbon uncurling, a gate letting power out one bite at

a time, a little wheel breathing eight times a second inside a sealed steel shell, tested

harder than any rule required. Nothing, from now on, is just anything.

Then she buckled it on, put

her phone face-down, and

listened to Grandma's story

instead.

She hugged the diary tight.

Somewhere far away, a

golden crown caught the

morning sun over a lake.

Time you NOTICE
beats time you
check.

Show me the next
one, Grandpa. 💛

64



Our Philosophy

We believe the greatest gift we can give a child is the

ability to think.

Inspired by the multidisciplinary thinking of Charlie Munger and the

rational, long-term philosophy of Warren Buffett, our comics connect

science, technology, business, history, and human behavior to show how

the real world works.

Every story begins with a scientific idea and follows its journey into

innovation, industry, and the businesses that create value for society.

Along the way, children learn that great companies are built on curiosity,

experimentation, integrity, and long-term thinking.

Our goal is not to teach children how to invest, but to help them build the

mental models needed to understand the world, ask better questions,

and think independently.

The companies featured in The Great Company Adventures are

educational case studies—not investment recommendations. They show

how knowledge, innovation, and perseverance turn ideas into products,

services, and enduring businesses.

Learn the Science. ·  Understand the Business. · Think for Life.

❖
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EVERY ORDINARY THING HIDES A SECRET.EVERY ORDINARY THING HIDES A SECRET.EVERY ORDINARY THING HIDES A SECRET.

Siri opened all seven doors of the heartbeat on your

wrist. But the compass is twitching again — toward

the attic, where a battered leather travel trunk sits

under a sheet. It crossed oceans a hundred years

ago. And somehow it started an empire.

NEXT ADVENTURE · The Suitcase That Conquered the World →
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