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CHARLOTTE WANDA CHARLIE

A curious girl, a wise old teacher named Ben, and his student
Warren with Warren’s partner Charlie — together exploring

India’s greatest companies, one adventure at a time.



CHAPTER 1

THE CARD THAT HELD A SECRET

Back home, Grandpa Ben's The old diary fell open. A
compass twitched again — new line shimmered in
pointing between a flat Grandpa Ben's hand.
plastic card and a little

shop machine that beeped

when you tapped it.

“

- d "Follow the money that
A card... and a beep? ) | never moves — it only
W hat's the link? B = sends a message."

% WORTH REMEMBERING

A flat little card buys a whole basket of shopping with one tap — and no
coins or notes change hands at all. So how does the money get from you to
the shopkeeper? Where does it actually GO? That's the puzzle of this whole
adventure.
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Golden light swirled up and pulled Charlotte in. -
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5] CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Two BIG questions:

® When you tap a card, how does the money reach the shop if nothing
moves?

® Grandpa Ben says the money only sends a message. W hat does that even
mean? ™

\




CHAPTER 2

THE HALL OF A MILLION THREADS

54 5543 I

One blink, and she stood . A cheerful womanin a

inside the busiest room she'd @ magenta blazer waved

ever seen — glowing threads a shiny card. "I'm

of light shooting between a Wanda, a payments

million tiny shops and homes. banker. Down here, we
‘ move money by sending

little messages."

Al around, tiny wallets
and shop tills glowed,

 joined by shimmering
threads too many to
count.

So many threads —
B and money runs
- A along ALL of them

CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Wanda is a payments banker, and she grins like she has a secret — just like

the other guides did. She says money moves as a 'message'. Okay Wanda...
show me how!

\




CHAPTER 3

MONEY IS A MESSAGE

Wanda held a card to a little | 8} "Every second, millions
machine. A tiny envelope of ? 5 of these little messages
light leapt off. "See? Nothing : ; zip between wallets —
solid travels. A message flies f ; buying bread, paying
out: take a little from this ,' ‘ buses, sending pocket
. wallet, add it to that one." ‘
-

— i .

A whole sky full of
tiny messages!

"The shop's wallet goes
up by exactly what

yours goes down. Same
little bit — just moved."

It didn't vanish — it
just HOPPED across!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Here's the first secret! @ When you pay, money doesn't really travel — a
message does. It says: take a little from this wallet, add it to that one. The
bank checks it and settles it in a blink. That's all a payment is: a tiny, trusted
message.
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WALLET A THE NETWORK WALLETB
take a little add a little
you tap your card settles in a blink up by the same little bit

Nothgng solid travels — a MESSAGE does: take a little from one wallet, add it to another — checked & settledina
Wallet A goes down by exactly what Wallet B goes up — so every wallet stays balanced.

blink.

Paying doesn't move money — it sends a message: take a little from one wallet, add it

to another, checked and balanced in a blink.




7] CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Paying is really sending a MESSAGE:
'take a little from here, add a little
there.' The bank checks it and settles it

in a blink. No coins fly — just a trusted

little note. @




CHAPTER 4

EVERY WALLET MUST BALANCE

Wanda tipped a giant golden "That's the rule," she

scale. A coin slid from one said. "For every 'take a

wallet to another — yet the = | little' there is a

scale stayed perfectly level. | matching 'add a little.'
Money is never made or
lost in a move — it only
changes wallets."

€

M Y know something is
flf 13 — wrong — and we stop
: : and check."

; (0.0} ‘_ | "So the totals always
i e (”"‘_— . ! match. If they don't, we

r —_—

‘——

It didn't tip at all!

* WORTH REMEMBERING

A payment always has two halves: a little taken from one wallet, the SAME little added
to another. So every wallet must balance — nothing appears from nowhere. If the two
halves don't match, the network knows at once that something went wrong.

o

7| CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - SOLVED (PART 1)

Every payment has TWO halves that must match: take a little / add a little. Money isn't
made or lost — it just moves. So every wallet balances, and the totals always agree. [1




CHAPTER 5

THE PLUMEING UNDER A TAP

i, i
Wanda tapped a card on a : She lifted the counter to
till. Light flashed and a show glowing pipes
message shot away. P| rushing beneath. "Card,
"Watch what happens in account, and the rails that
the blink you never see." carry the message to the
- bank and back — all hidden
under one tap."

So much, in one little \ R . % There's a whole world
tap! L i B, R UNDER the counter?!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Under one simple tap is clever plumbing: your card, your account, and the hidden rails
that carry the message. In a blink it flies to the bank — check the wallet, approve, settle
— and races back with a friendly beep. Easy on top, busy underneath.

| CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

A tap looks simple, but underneath: card - rails — bank - check — approve - settle
- back again, all in a blink. Cards and accounts are the easy handles; the plumbing does
the work. *, =




The web began to grow
before her eyes — one new
shop lit up, then ten, then a
thousand cards rushed to

v join them. Charlotte's
ponytails flew back.

CHAPTER 6

THE WEB THAT GROVIS ITSELF

"More shops that accept
cards means more people
carry them," said Wanda,
"and more people carrying
means even more shops
wantin."

Sy
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[ It's growing all by
ITSELF!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

This is the magic of a network: more shops accepting cards — more people carrying
them — more shops wanting to accept them. Round and round it grows, each side pulling
the other. A web like that gets stronger the bigger it gets — it grows itself!

] CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - SOLVED!

The NETWORK EFFECT: more shops — more cards — more shops. Each side pulls the
other, so the web keeps growing and growing. The bigger it gets, the more useful — and
the harder to leave.




CHAPTER 7

WOUEN INTO A VIHOLE DAY

Wanda swept her arm Zerg, "From a morning chai to an
across the city. A school, a ' g evening bill," said Wanda,
market, a bus, a ticket : _ "a whole country's day runs
window — all humming = - on these little messages."
with quiet taps and - = | o

glowing threads.

The whole day is
stitched together with
them!

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Step back and look: accounts, cards, taps and the rails beneath them carry the everyday
money of a whole nation — wages, shopping, buses, bills. Trillions of tiny messages,
each one 'take a little, add a little', woven quietly under an ordinary day.

‘] CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Salaries, shopping, buses, bills — a whole country's daily money moves as tiny
messages on the web. It's woven so quietly into the day that most people never even
notice it. )




CHAPTER 8 - THE BIG DISCOVERY

THE EANK THAT WOUE THE WEE

- < TR Ll o S 2 _— =
Wanda led Charlotte to a el 3 1 "In 1994," said Wanda,
viewpoint before a gleaming ! i "a brand-new private
bank tower, threads of light N 4| bank opened its doors
streaming out of it. (J | and began stitching
accounts and cards

_I together."

L

A whole web,
started from

)

! | accounts, cards, taps —
| into one of India's '
biggest private banks." &
‘ !
L gt s /] | e | BECEE

Who WEAVES a web this . B - f From one door... to a
big? " by = 4l nation's web!
E _ TR BT BRI : =

% WORTH REMEMBERING

A "bank" can be a great web-weaver. Axis Bank opened in 1994 (first as
UTI Bank, renamed Axis Bank in 2007) and grew into one of India's largest
private banks — weaving the accounts, cards and payment rails that carry a
nation's daily messages.




§ THE STORY IN TIME

7

A brand-new private bank opens its doors

1994 and starts weaving the web.

It takes the name we know today — Axis

2007 Bank.

Overthe |t grows into one of India's biggest private
years banks — accounts, cards, taps everywhere.

It works to keep every strand of the web

Tomorrow
safe and trusted. 5




7] CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK

Axis Bank (1994, first called UTIl Bank)
grew into one of India's biggest private
banks. It weaves the web of accounts,
cards and rails that carry a whole

country's little money-messages. ifi




CHAPTER 9

THE CASTLE ON THE VIEE

Two kind old men appeared with a glow. Warren pointed
at a castle standing on a glowing web of light. "W hat
keeps rivals out, Charlotte?"




# THE CASTLE WALLS - WHY RIVALS CAN'T COPY IT

¥ Wall One: The Web
Itself

Millions of wallets, cards
and shops are already
linked. A rival must build
the WHOLE web first —
but no one joins an
empty web, and no web
forms without people.
Hard to build, easy to

use.
\ J

—
ifi Wall Two: Trust, Built
Slowly

People keep their money
where they trust it —
and trust takes years to
earn. Decades of
accounts and steady
service can't be copied
overnight.

\. J

—
s® wall Three: Easy In,
Hard to Leave

Once your salary, your
bills and your taps all
run through one web,
switching is a real
bother. The web is easy
to use and quietly hard
to leave.

—
I\ The Crack in the Wall

A web of trust breaks if
one strand is careless.
One weak lock, one
sloppy mistake, and the
trust that took years to
build can fray in a day.
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Charlie tapped his head. "Don't just ask how to WIN. Ask
how you'd LOSE — then don't do that. Invert!"

Think backwards?

% WORTH REMEMBERING

Charlie's Inversion: to keep a payments web strong, imagine how it could
FAIL — a careless strand, a broken lock, trust let slip — then carefully guard
against each one. Protect the trust first, because the whole web is only as
strong as its weakest strand.
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Warren nodded. "It's woven into everyone's day and grows
itself — a mighty castle, so long as it guards the trust that
holds every strand together."

| SEE the whole picture!

] CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - THE BIG SECRET

The web itself is the moat: hard to build, easy to use, and hard to leave. But
it lives on TRUST — one careless strand and it frays. Charlie's trick: picture
how you'd lose (a broken lock, sloppy care), then never do it. Invert! §#j

v




CHAPTER 10

THE MESSAGES ALL AROUND US

Charlotte woke in her own
bed. The glowing hall was
gone... but the card on her
desk shimmered softly.

WS . SN
Was it real? It FELT real...

On the diary's page, a
new line glowed — as if
Grandpa Ben wrote it
just for her.

_ L\

"Now you see the
messages moving all
around you. Well
done."

She ran out into the
evening market. Every
tap, every beep, every
little card — each one,
quietly, was a message
moving money.

9 It was messages the
| whole time — | just
couldn't see them!

* WORTH REMEMBERING

Next time you hear a card go beep, you'll know the secret: money didn't fly
— a message did. Take a little, add a little, checked and balanced in a blink,
along a web that grows itself. That's the web of wallets. =




7] CHARLOTTE'S SECRET NOTEBOOK - WHAT | LEARNED

@ Paying is sending a MESSAGE: take
a little here, add a little there.

@ Every wallet must balance — the
two halves always match.

® Under one tap: card, account and the
rails that check and settle in a blink.

@ More shops — more cards — more
shops: the web grows itself.

© Axis Bank weaves that web; but
Charlie's trick — picture how you'd
lose (a careless strand), then guard the

trust.




OUR PHILOSOPHY

At Omaha India, we believe the greatest gift we can give a
child is the ability to think.

Inspired by the multidisciplinary thinking of Charlie Munger and the
rational, long-term philosophy of Warren Buffett, our comics connect
science, technology, business, history, and human behavior to show how

the real world works.

Every story begins with a scientific idea and follows its journey into
innovation, industry, and the businesses that create value for society.
Along the way, children learn that great companies are built on curiosity,

experimentation, integrity, and long-term thinking.

Our goal is not to teach children how to invest, but to help them build the
mental models needed to understand the world, ask better questions,

and think independently.

The companies featured in our Nifty 50 Comics are educational case
studies—not investment recommendations. They demonstrate how
knowledge, innovation, and perseverance can transform ideas into

products, services, and enduring businesses.

LEARN THE SCIENCE. - UNDERSTAND THE BUSINESS. - THINK FOR LIFE.



EVERY.ORDINARY/THING HIDES A SECRET.

Charlotte learned that money moves as a message.
But the compass is twitching again — this time
toward the little glass phone in her pocket, where a
voice can leap across the whole world in a
heartbeat. How does a voice fly through the empty
air?

NEXT ADVENTURE - Catching a Voice from the Air —




